Local attorney combines art and law

by Linda Lyman

The art career of Attor-
ney Robert V. Bickers, Jr.
got an early start when
he discovered his sixth
grade classmates would
give him nickels for the
spacecraft and race car
sketchesheloved todraw.

Although he continued
to be involved in art in
some form through high
school and college, it was
only after he had finished
law school and entered
into practice with his fa-
ther that he got back into
0il painting. He at-
tributes television artist
Bill Alexander's enthusi-
asm as his inspiration to
spend time practicing at
night and on weekends.
He also took several art
classes at Memphis State
University. When he be-
gan to win awards in lo-
cal shows, his career as
an artist took on a life of
its own.

Afterrelocating to Mur-
rysvillein 1992, he found
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Bob Bickers points out details of pen and ink sketch he did after the
Challenger shuttle disaster. The last lunar lander, also named
“Challenger,” was his inspiration for this memorial piece.

the commute to his posi-
tion with adowntown law
firm ate into his time in

frontofan easel. Thispast

summer, he formed a
partnership with his wife,
attorney Diane Landis

Bickers, and began work-
ing out of their office in
Murrysville.

Bickers works in sev-
eral art media, including
oil, pen and ink, acrylic,
and gouache (a water
paint wash). He hinds his
inspiration in many
places. Along with more
formal commissioned
portraits, he has painted
many casual portraits of
his children.

He says that children
are harder to paint, since
their features are subtle,
and the artist must be
careful not to overdo
them. He also points out
that children don’t like to
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Bob Bickers to exhibit art at
Murrysville Municipal Building

,1999-3

Murrysville artist Bob Bick-
erswill be exhibiting his works
in the lobby of the Murrysville
Municipal Building, 4100
Sardis Road, throughout the
month of December. Thisis part
of an on-going show sponsored
by the East Suburban Artists
League in which a different
artist is exhibited each month.

Bickers' paletteis wide-rang-
ing and includes landscapes,
portraits, space art and paint-
ings of American Indian Arti-
facts, largelyin oil. Before mov-
ing to Murrysville in 1992, his

commissions included com-
pany logo designs, a painting
and limited series of prints for
Nationwide Insurance Com-
pany. He was the recipient of
numerous local and regional
artawards in Tennessee. Bick-
ers resumed painting and ex-
hibitingin the Murrysville area
recently and has received ad-
ditional recognition.

Bob is also known locally as
an attomey where he works with
his wife and law partner, Diane
Landis Bickers in the law firm
of Bickers & Bickers.

This exhibition has been extended to the end of January, 2000.

bestill, sohe likes topaint
them doing something
that reflectstheir person-
ality.

Hislong interestin the
space program also pro-
vides him with a wealth
of topies to capture on his
canvas. As a 13 year old
with a passionate inter-
est in the topic, he
watched the first moon
landing on television sur-
rounded by maps and
models. While painting
pictures based in space
requires a good imagina-
tion, Bickers says thathe
also needs as much tech-
nical background as he

up.

can get in order to make
the paintings as believ-
able as possible. He says
space paintings should
encourage us to let “our
imagination take us to
places we haven't been
before.”

Noting that much space
art is “uninspired”, Bick-
ers dreams of one day
publishing a history of the
twentieth century space
program illustrated with
his own art work.

Closer to home, Bick-
ers also has a passionate
interest in Mississippian
cultures. He says he can-
not drive by an Indian
mound without stopping
to look through the mu-
seum. He pointsout these
civilizations had a “wen-
derfully artistic culture”
that has been overshad-
owed by western cultures.
He uses many of the
culture’s artifacts as the
basis for still life compo-
sitions.

He has also created
landscapes of western
ruins as they might have
looked before they were
restored. Working from a
turn of the century pho-
tograph, he adds details
and color to depict what
it might have looked like
when the first white per-
son came upon the scene.

When traveling, Bick-
ers keeps an eye out for
scenes and artifacts of

Picture entitled “Border Patrol”. At the turn of the century, the
border patrol had begun to use airplanes for reconnaissance, but still
relied heavily on mounted patrolmen. However, they had no radio
communications. The plane would fly over and drop a square of yellow
material, with a lead weight tied onto one corner, on which orders
were written. The cavalry would ride out to collect their orders. This
picture, composed in Big Bend National Park, depictsjust such a pick-

interest. Once he finds
something that he wants
to capture on canvas, he
makes aquick sketch, jots
down some notes, and
takes a few pictures. With
this research, he is able
to later recreate scenes
in his home studio.

“I enjoy both art and
law,” said Bickers. He
went on to add, “Both
fields blend into each
other. The creative im-
pulse is helpful to an at-
torney, and the logical
attention todetail needed
by an attorney is also
needed by an artist.” He
admitted that knowledge
ofthe technical side of art
-how colors react to each
other, etc. - gives him the
freedom to be creative.

Some of Bickers’ work
is on display at the Mur-
rysville municipal build-
ing through the end of
December. While he de-
votes his work week to
law, painting only at
night and on weekends,
he would like to acquire
enough commission work
to be able to devote one -
full weekday to art.

Even if his art never
provides any supplemen-
tal income, he will con-
tinue to paint for the
“sheer pleasure of it.” Af-
ter all, he has many
friends and family will-
ing to give his work dis-
play roomin their homes.




